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over a whole State, there is no candidate for a central control site.
So in looking at the influence of wider-syston ‘emotions’ on their activities, we cannot
expect to always have these localized in a recognizable place — in ‘the Government’, for
example.

She was Only Sixteen
We have already looked at the way a syston changes as it goes through its development
cycle. As these changes occur, they are paralleled by changes in the psychological attitudes
— and even in the Rule Structures — applying to the syston.
On the psychological side, a recent study [Found, 1992] of the attractiveness of individuals
showed some interesting results. An adult face was much more likely to be attractive if it
retained features common in childhood but usually diminished in aging, a characteristic called
neoteny.
As an example, in children the eyes are relatively lower in the head than they are in adults.
As the skull ages, it changes shape, and the measurement from the top of the head to eyelevel
increases less than the measurement from eyelevel to the bottom of the head — the top-half/
bottom-half ratio decreases. Computer-based faces generated using different ratios showed
a strong correlation between perceived attractiveness of a face and possession of a top/bottom
ratio more typical of a child.
This study and others have shown a similar correlation for other characteristics which vary
with ageing. Thin, grey, bony faces seem less attractive than more chubby ones with smooth
rosy cheeks. Large eyes are used consciously by artists to produce attractive faces. A
‘youthful appearance’ is desired by all who age, particularly women, for whom it is part of their
resonoding apparatus.
Different criteria apply to judgements on synenergy flows at different ages. “She was only
sixteen/ and I was too young/ to know she was too young to love”. Should sexual contacts be
permitted/encouraged in old people’s homes? What is the magic of Peter Pan?
It is interesting how human characteristics tend to ‘set’ at certain ages. Sometimes there
is a physical basis — until the age of three, the neurons in the human brain are still growing
together and interlinking, which may be why few people have memories of life before three.
Other changes are apparently more social, occurring with the influence of wider systons.
Accents tend to set close to the age of fifteen. Your basic circle of friends tends to have set
by the age of 25, and your dress and fashion preferences by 30. Music appreciated may go
through a violent development, from the heavy beat and loud volume needed at 15 to 25,
through to more subtle needs in the thirties. But few people change their basic music
preferences after 35.
All this is an expression of a general change which we can expect to occur at all syston
levels.
Proposition 124E*. Synenergy flow patterns change with the progress of a syston
through its development cycle
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He’s Just a Kid
When it comes to Rule Structures, we are accustomed to the idea that rules need to take
account of the age of the person involved. A four-year-old cannot be charged with murder;
if a fifteen-year-old can, they will usually be dealt with in a Children’s Court.
In Chapter 112, we saw how rules could be written or unwritten, but the enforcement of
all sorts of rules varies with the age of the subject. Even the descriptive words used vary —
if someone is ‘scrumping apples’, it is expected to be a boy between 6 and 12 years old.
Moralities are not yet set in youngsters. “You have to make allowances”.
Naturally enough, the younger ages of a person are those in which infocap accumulation
is normal. Their syston will provide schooling and care, the payback from this investment is
not expected until they are 15, 20, 25, or even more. Most developed countries have
compulsory schooling until a certain age, working to a written Rule.
Of course there are rule changes at the older end too. Most countries have a notional
‘retirement age’, by which people may be expected, or even required, to give up work. Those
beyond this age will often be supported by general state pensions or allowed taxation
privileges.
We are ourselves living in an era in which Rule Structures are beginning to take account
of the ages of wider systons. At the young end, there may be special tax incentives for startup companies, special research investment or allowances for what are seen as ‘sunrise’
industries. At the more mature end, we are seeing increasing legislation to break up
monopolies and cartels, the analogue of retirement legislation for individuals. In the middle
range, we have the recognition of ‘class actions’ in legal procedures, where a special-purpose
syston is created to carry an action through the courts.
Here is an area where MT would expect major changes in the years to come, as voluntary
and compulsory Rule Structures are created, adopted, adapted, and refined to nurture systons
at every level.
Proposition 124F**. Systons will be advantaged by increasing development and
definition of the Rule Structures under which they operate

According to Freud
Whether justified or not, the popular conception of the work of pioneer psychologist
Sigmund Freud was that almost everything in human psychology was dominated or tempered
by sex urges.
There are MT analogues of the individual sex urges which apply to wider systons. But here,
I will make a small diversion, in the application of the MT Engine developed so far to the matter
of human sexuality. Whether it is ‘the’ topic, or only ‘a’ topic, sex is undoubtedly the strongest
synenergy flow which most of us have to contend with.
A warning — some of that which follows could possibly offend those with fixed ideas
about sex. Such people are asked to skip the rest of this chapter and start at the beginning of
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the next on page 188. Nothing in the rest of this book requires understanding of that which
follows in the rest of the chapter.

R

Adults Only

R

Well then. The first area to be looked here is the use of the Matrix Machines discussed
in the last chapter in the area of sex. Some of the suggestions made may be titillating, others
appalling.
Then on to the consideration of the implications of such uses. Depending on your
viewpoint here, the suggestions made may be either appealing or sobering. But remember,
these suggestions come out of the Matrix Engine. I may be responsible for designing the
engine, but I didn’t determine what went into it, and what comes out is not necessarily my
personal view.

Round and Round Went the Bloody Great Wheel
No doubt the idea of automatic sex machines is as old as the idea of machines itself, that
is the typical one-track human mind, one might think. But until recently, the actual production
of some of the more exotic such machines, ones which could truly simulate the action of a
human, were in the realms of science fiction or way-out pornography.
One of the most potent examples of such a science fiction story is Fritz Leiber’s The Silver
Eggheads [1961]. Leiber’s story was a light-hearted satire of the publishing world of the
future, in which all new books were written either by specialized giant computers (‘wordmills’),
or by robots — and the robot literature was intended for reading by other robots.
Leiber’s use of ‘robot’ was the same as that in the work for which the word was coined,
Karel Capek’s RUR — Rossum’s Universal Robots. In other places the term ‘android’ has
been used, and in both cases they represent an artificially constructed human, a thinking entity
of close to normal human appearance and function.

Madame Pneumo’s Establishment
In 1961, more than 30 years ago, perhaps the only way some of Leiber’s ideas could reach
the general market was as light-hearted satire. Here are some quotations from his dialogue.
“You see, fifty years or so ago there was this mad robot named Harry Chernik ... whose
ambition it was to build robots which would be exactly like human beings on the outside, down
to the least detail of texture and anatomy. Chernik’s ruling idea was that if men and robots
were exactly alike — and particularly if they could make love to each other! — then there
couldn’t possibly be any enmity between them; Chernik was doing his work, you see, around
the time of the First Anti-Robot Riots and he was a dedicated interracialist”.
Unfortunately the whole project was beset with difficulties. “Most robots simply didn’t
want to look like human beings, and besides, all the space inside a Chernik robot was so taken
up with machinery to enable the robot to counterfeit the behavior of a human in bed and in
other simple acts of social intercourse — fine muscular controls, temperature and moisture
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and suction controls, etcetera — that there wasn’t any room for anything else ... to squeeze
both a real robot and a Chernik automaton into the same simulated girlskin envelope they
would have had to be ten feet tall or as big as circus fat-women ...”.
His dreams of interracial harmony shattered, Chernik committed suicide by electrocution,
but not before experimenting with the male equivalents of his ‘femmequins’. Then the
worldly-wise robots who had been financing Chernik moved in to use the femmequins for the
purpose they had always had in mind, putting them to work “in an establishment catering to
male human beings, only adding certain hygienic and economic safeguards that had never
occurred to Chernik’s essentially idealistic imagination”.
Later in the story Leiber has an episode which details a wince-making example of these
‘economic safeguards’, methods the femmequins used to ensure they were paid. And the fact
that the femmequins didn’t have room in them for all the usual thinking apparatus didn’t
actually turn out to be a disadvantage:
“Their mindlessness was an outstanding attraction, of course, and it in no way prevented
special cams and tapes being temporarily put in them that would enable them to perform any
act or murmur any fantasy a customer might desire. Best of all, perhaps, there was absolutely
no sense of human entanglement, clash, conflict, or consequence involved in your commerce
with them”.
And there were interesting developments beyond those possible to a human woman:
“Can you imagine, Flaxy, having it with a girl who is all velvet or plush, or who really goes
all hot or cold, or who can softly sing you a full-orchestra symphony while you’re doing it or
maybe Ravel’s Bolero, or who has slightly — not excessively — prehensile breasts or various
refreshingly electric skin areas, or who has some of the features — not overdone of course —
of a cat or a vampire or an octopus, or who has hair like Medusa’s or Shambleau’s that lives
and caresses you, or who has four arms like Siva, or a prehensile tail eight feet long, or... and
at the same time is perfectly safe and can’t bother or involve or infect or dominate you in any
way? I don’t want to sound like a brochure, Flaxy, but believe me, it’s the ultimate!”.

Then and Now
When Leiber wrote his story, it was all an amusing fantasy, not a practical proposition. To
change a femmequin’s operation, you needed to insert a bulky ‘special cam or tape’.
Now all that has changed. It would be perfectly practicable today to change the
femmequin’s programming by loading in new code, and that could be done invisibly,
remotely, and almost instantaneously from anywhere in the world through satellite links and
inbuilt ‘cellular modems’.
And it could be done interactively, moving the Simu/lover device right into the world of
Virtual Reality mentioned in the last chapter. With a full-body waldo suit shrunk down to no
more than a body stocking and eye-domes, and linked to appropriate waldo tapes or optical
fibre Experience Banks, the world of possible sensation is opened up far beyond the “ultimate”
of Leiber’s character.
The technology involved is already under development, and has been given a name —
dildonics. That name implies interaction of humans with artificial sex devices. The social
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implications are scandalous, with such slogans as “Orgasm of the Month”, “Top 20 Homo
Encounters”, or “World’s Greatest Fantasy Trip (take only under medical supervision)”.
And there is more. There doesn’t have to be a machine at the other end of the optical cable,
it could be another human being.

The Ten-Foot Contraceptive
In architecture and engineering, CAD or Computer Assisted Design is a commonplace in
modern offices. With CAD, the architect can work interactively with a database, designing,
displaying, amending a proposed building until it looks right and will work properly.
There is no reason at all why conventional human coupling could not be increasingly
supplanted by Computer Assisted Sex, with the two parties separated by only a few metres or
so, but with a powerful CAS facility in the line between them, enhancing and supplementing
their initial reactions, guiding them and teaching them for an increasingly satisfactory result.
An interesting idea but economically impracticable? Not so. A conventional two-hundred
dollar compact-disc player has within it a billion dollars worth of development and research.
You can buy one for a few hours’ pay because everyone wants one, the costs are split among
millions of mass produced units. Don’t you think a CAS unit would be at least as popular as
a CD?
For those with certain moral concerns, the CAS unit can remain purely a husband-and-wife
matter, and if the husband has to go on an overseas trip alone, the couple don’t have to give
up their marital pleasures. Could be some shrieks about phone tapping, but.
And if over-population is the major problem facing our species today, what better solution
than to move to a situation where, like horse-riding, what might become known as ‘hill-billy
sex’ moves to novelty and recreational value only? Where CAS-fertilization becomes so
efficient and reliable that the incidence of babies born as an unwanted side-effect of sex just
fades away?
The health and contraceptive advantages are obvious, and if you want your love to last,
record it and play the best bits again in the future. Paradise for the hedonists?

But After, When the Fun Dies Down
The scenarios just described may be interesting, tempting, even likely to come to be. But
there still, looking over our shoulders, is old kill-joy, bleating on about “the future of the human
race”. Has he got any valid complaint?
The implications inherent in the scenarios have major practical advantages. Overpopulation, AIDS, prostitution, sexual frustration, family violence, all are swept aside by the
bright new technology. But where does it leave the human systons involved?
What about all the diverted synenergy flows? Will the family and other time-tested systons
fade away? Will mass addiction to lotus-land pleasures occur, will the Ascent of Man just fall
in a heap?
Take courage. It may be very different in the future, but it could be very much better. True,
we could be looking at a totally different kind of society in a hundred years time, one as
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different from that of today as humans now are from the apes. The whole race may move on,
over a giant infocap barrier, to produce a new syston entity, as in Arthur C. Clarke’s
Childhood’s End.
In such a situation, today’s petty arguments — the cries of the feminists about exploitation
of women, the problems of racial discrimination, the faltering economics of battle-torn nations
— these may be but a historical memory, totally unimportant, their significance lost in the
succession of generations — if, indeed, generations still exist. Humanity burned and risen
again, riding on massive synenergy bolts.
A naive glimpse at an impossible Utopia? Maybe. But one thing’s for sure — the future
will be very different. If this book helps in any way to preview the way ahead, it will have been
worthwhile.
__________
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Ontogeny Recapitulates Phyllogeny
Chapter 125

WHEN THE LOCUSTS SWARM —
Matrix Geography
“The course of evolution shows that the highest achievement of one species becomes an
embryonic development in succeeding forms. And so, too, perhaps with cultural evolution”
— Brian Aldiss [1988]

Looking at The World
In Part II of this book we will apply the Matrix Thinking apparatus we have built up to some
of the various topic areas comprising human activity and thought. In Part I, of which this is
the last chapter, we have, of course, drawn many examples from all parts of the Matrix in the
building of the Intellectual Engine.
But we will close off Part I with a brief look at some of the World’s countries, from the MT
viewpoint. This survey will of necessity be very patchy and incomplete, and will also be rather
subjective. The aim is not to compress world geography into a nutshell, but rather to pick out
a few particular examples of countries in different stages of development, apply the MT engine
to them, and note some of the outcomes.
Some of these outcomes will be in the form of predictions, and some of these predictions
may annoy some of my readers. However, I should point out that these are not really my
predictions, but rather the predictions of the model, of the MT engine. There will be some of
my own subjectivity creeping in, and readers are welcome to identify such instances and
substitute more objective approaches to the matters in hand.

Perhaps not the most obvious war-cry with which to enter battle, but “Ontogeny
recapitulates phyllogeny” is the inscription on one of the banners which evolution scientists
carry with them in their advance on the Scientific Front.
What this phrase, originated by Ernst Haekel, encapsulates is one of the most interesting
and powerful observations made in the study of evolution. As an individual creature is
conceived and starts to develop through the embryo and infancy stages, along its path to
adulthood and maturity, it tends to re-trace in quick time the evolutionary history of its species.
Thus, a human embryo possesses such ancestral features as gills and a fish-like tail in its
early stages. The earlier in its development such features appear, the earlier the part of the
evolutionary path which is mirrored or evoked. This phenomenon applies to all animals and
plants, and provides powerful evidence for deciding some difficult questions in science.
For example, suppose you were investigating superficially simple creatures such as
tapeworms. There are two possible ways in which a simple parasitic worm might come into
existence, it might be a basically unevolved species which never got very high up the
evolutionary scale, or it might have come down from a more complex creature which lost
features of no value to it when it adopted a parasitic life.
Examining the embryos of a parasitic species may tell you which route the species took.
The answer is not general over all species of parasites, but the second route is the most
common.
In the last chapter we mentioned the phenomenon of ‘neoteny’, in which childish
characteristics may be retained into adulthood, sometimes increasing the ‘attractiveness’ of
the individuals involved — possibly an interesting survival mechanism. It has been suggested
that human evolution has also been characterized by neoteny.
Certainly young chimpanzees and baboons have much flatter and more human-shaped
faces and heads than their adult forms, a feature which makes them particularly lovable. In
this sense, humans show retarded evolutionary development, individuals do not go on in
adulthood to develop their muzzles as the other apes do. Confidently, we tell ourselves that
our evolutionary development has been concentrated in the brain.

When the Locusts Swarm
Locust plagues have been a bane of mankind since our earliest history, they are mentioned
in the Bible and in other ancient documents. In studying locust plagues, the early entomologists
were confronted with a real puzzle — the young of the plague locusts could not be found. It
was true that another locust species could be found in the areas where the plague locusts
appeared to originate, but this other species differed in appearance to the plague locusts, and
did not show any tendency to swarm and migrate.
And then, in the 1920s, the answer was found. The two locust species were in fact only
one. With sufficient food and feeding area, the adult locusts stayed put, lived and bred as what
is now called the ‘solitary phase’. But if individuals were excessively crowded together,
within 48 hours they could change their physical appearance into the ‘swarming phase’, and

190

Matrix Thinking, Book I • David Noël • © 1997, 2004

swarm and migrate as the feared locust plague.
In 1990 there was a locust plague in Western Australia — afterwards I had to get a car
radiator replaced, it broke down rapidly after being jammed full of locust bodies. The
conventional measures against the plague, such as spraying with insecticides, were tried, but
these were largely ineffectual against the swarming hordes. Now a new natural chemical, the
oil from the neem tree, is showing promise for locust control. Sprayed on the solitary-phase
locusts when a possible plague is anticipated, it does not kill them — but it does stop the change
into the swarming phase, and makes the insect no more than a local nuisance.

A Matter of Evolution
The locusts may have another message for us in our MT progression. Locusts are well
known as being creatures of arid lands, in fact they are sometimes called the desert locust.
There is increasing evidence (eg in Noël [1989]) that man himself was responsible for the
formation of the great desert and arid lands of this planet. If this is so, then the development
of the swarming phase in locusts — an evolutionary change with physical manifestations great
enough to have the locusts originally classed as a separate species — would not pre-date the
development of man himself but would be an evolutionary change forced by man.
In our examination of some of today’s countries, the message to be gained is this. All the
various countries of the world are in different stages of development. Each stage of
development deserves its own ground-rules for MT analysis, what is right for the USA may
be wrong for China. From the notes on evolution, we might look to find the ground-rules for
a less developed country in the history of a more developed one. From the swarming locusts,
we can expect there may be fundamental changes to a country-syston, even quantum leaps in
its evolution, from the influence of more advanced external systons. And from the neem-oil
story, we can expect the course of evolution of a country-syston to be strongly influenced, even
reversed, by technical inventions and interventions.
All these things are the analogues of the matters which were dealt with in the last chapter
from the standpoint of human beings. All are expressions of the view that basic MT techniques
apply to systons of every level. All should be borne in mind when we move, as now, to look
at MT viewpoints on some sample countries of the world of today.

The United States of America
Overall, the US must be regarded as the most advanced, the most highly evolved, of the
countries of the world today. To deny this is, in my estimation, only to express a personal level
of SIOS which constrains an objective judgement. At the same time, it must be recognized
that there are deficiencies in the US which are not mirrored elsewhere. Electing the US to the
position of idol of the world’s countries does not help, it can only obscure deficiencies and
make their elimination more difficult.
I have made it clear, in what has gone before, that in my view the pre-eminence which the
USA has risen to is basically due to its great accumulation of infocap. This infocap has paid
annual dividends which have been ample to provide a living wage for the syston and still allow
the ploughing back of a good percentage to provide for further infocap growth. Research,
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innovation, education, philanthropic foundations, all have played a strong part in the
American Ethos and have built an unmatched system.
An expression of this high infocap content is the great diversity which exists in the country.
The Washington Post, in a 1991 article on Japan’s new prime minister, said “In the still
peaceful summer of 1939, a Tokyo University undergraduate took a study trip to California
and was astonished to find an America totally different from the decadent country described
in his Japanese textbooks. Here was a vibrant, hard-working society, Kiichi Miyazawa
recalled later, a multi-ethnic nation that drew enormous strength from its freedom and
diversity”.
The reader will be able to re-write the last sentence in MT terms of synenergy flows, low
syston-skin barriers, and infocap accumulation. Also notable in MT terms is the strong US
tradition of social engineering, working through designed Rule Structures, which was
mentioned in Chapter 116. Of course a feature of these Rule Structures is that they will often
include rules to eliminate constraints, they are rules to guarantee freedom of choice, laws to
limit laws. The most notable example of this social engineering is the whole conscious
decision to adopt ‘deregulation’ as a standpoint for action, a decision which has reverberated
throughout the world.
Another feature of the US system is the diversity among its systels. The country is
essentially a federation of independent states, which still retain major powers and still preserve
major differences. As an example, state law in Louisiana is based on the Napoleonic system
inherited from the French, whereas the other states took their procedures from English law.
The two systems are miles apart.
In Chapter 109 the major virtues of this wide-banded situation were brought out. The first
is the inherent diversity and consequent high infocap content. The second is the fostering of
competition, so that procedures which are working well in one state and are seen to give it an
advantage will be adopted in defence by others. And the third is the scope for experimentation
— a Rule Structure can be set up and tried, a state acts as a pilot project for the whole union.
None of these virtues are present in a centrally-controlled system such as that sought by Mr
Dawkins for Australia.
It can be reckoned as routine that changes to a designed Rule Structure will meet opposition
— conscious opposition from vested interests, unconscious opposition from the natural desire
to avoid change and the instinct that some changes are ‘not right’. I was brought up sharp
recently on getting a document list from the NTIS, the US Government’s National Technical
Information Service, a vast agency acting as the sole source of some 70,000 new documents
of technical information per year. This is a huge output, equal to perhaps twice the total
number of books published in an advanced country like Germany each year.
What brought me up sharp was the pricing structure adopted for the NTIS documents. If
a document sold for $35 within the US, Canada, or Mexico, the same document sold outside
these countries cost $70 — exactly double. I was appalled at the apparent extortion, and also
surprised — the Americans have a reputation for generosity in distributing information, in
earlier days hundreds of thousands of documents from US agencies such as NASA were bulkdistributed all around the world at no charge.
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When I calmed down I realized that I was probably seeing an engineered rule structure
change. The US, Canada, and Mexico are consciously moving towards a new free trade area,
one which is expected to expand at a later stage to include other countries. From my personal
viewpoint, I saw that I would be able to get the pecan conference book I wanted from NTIS
at half the price, if Australia was a member of this free trade zone. Come and Join Us? (US)?

What’s Wrong With America?
Now for the down side. Perhaps the very worst aspect of American society, as it is
generally viewed from outside, is the level of public violence. Unrestrained gun sales, routine
muggings in all major cities, joggers killed for their high-tech shoes, deranged serial and mass
killers picking off people randomly with high-powered weapons, organized crime syndicates
— these are some of the ugly faces of America.
I suggest that in all countries, a dynamic balance is attained between the operation of
various forces, and a grasp of any particular balance can be had by looking at what I have called
the Four Axioms of Government (Chapter 116), in particular using a four-question matrix
cocoon like that in Figure 121.1. Let us put together such a model for the US (Figure 125.1).
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syston, is also quite good — the retention of major powers by the states, the emphasis on
individual freedoms, are expressions of this. America has avoided most of the problems of
centralization of power.
What are the future prospects for America? An MT evaluation suggests that they will
continue to be good. The large infocap base will continue to draw in further diversity,
including some of the best individual talents of other countries, in academic, business,
sporting, and cultural fields. Extension of free trading to Canada and Mexico will benefit all
three countries, with the freeing-up of synenergy flows — and there is no potential loss of
narrowest-syston control, as there is no suggestion of political union with its centralization
dangers.
On the wider view, the margin-slack which the US has enjoyed in its infocap dividend
return rate, one which has enabled it to buy what it liked and in some cases artificially frustrate
market forces (as in subsidizing its wheat exports), has tended to diminish in recent years as
other countries have emulated its successful social engineering moves. Whether other
countries or groupings will seriously erode its lead in the future may depend on the extent and
speed with which others compete in this area of strategy.

Cuba
Now let us turn to another country, a close neighbour of the US which exhibits a marked
contrast (and so has engendered massive SIOS expressions in the US in past years, as in
blockades). The syston trace for Cuba is obviously quite different to the US one, with a much
smaller Q2 infocap extension but a better Q1, health and safety, extension.
Cuba in fact has an exceptionally good health record, with universal state-provided
medical facilities and one of the highest life expectancies in the world, higher than in the US,
for instance. The streets of its cities are safe to walk at night. This health kick has flowed over
into the infocap area — Cuban medicos have pioneered a number of treatments, and the

Fig. 125.1. Four-question matrix cocoon for the US
The syston trace for the USA in this figure is a reasonably balanced one. It has a large
extension into Q2 (is the activity designed to directly raise the level of infocap in the syston?),
and a reasonable, but limited extension into Q1 (is the activity designed to directly achieve a
threshold level of health or safety?). If we were to summarize the good and bad points of the
US-syston, we might comment that they have Asked Question Two before Asking Question
One.
Extension of the US syston trace into Q3, minimum synenergy taxation, is also quite good
— the US has a reasonable approach to revenue raising, with little evidence of moralityskewed rules such as higher taxes on ‘luxury goods’. Extension into Q4, narrowest possible

Fig. 125.2. Four-question matrix cocoon for Cuba
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country is earning foreign exchange by treating patients from other countries, especially from
Latin America.
Its Q3, synenergy taxation, extension is unexceptional, working on a relatively small
infocap base (as we might say, "the country’s poor"). Its Q4 extension is minimal, with
centralized government and restricted individual freedoms.
To summarize the four-question matrix cocoon for Cuba (Figure 125.2), we might say that
Cuba has tended to Ask Question One almost to the exclusion of Question Two. This is not
necessarily an inappropriate strategy for a less-developed country-syston.

Japan
The density of infocap in Japan and the high infocap density gradients at its borders have
been mentioned in Chapter 119, and given graphical representation in Figure 119.2.
The obvious face of this infocap store is Japan’s wealth in money terms, also reflected in
apparent standard of living as measured by average wages. This wealth itself seems to stem
from innovative social engineering in the area of manufacturing technology, with such
advances as just-in-time production, quality control circles, and the Kawasaki production
system — all techniques for improving productivity by getting things done in as accurate,
consistent, and timely ways as possible. Such techniques do have possibile applicability in
other syston levels.
A resource-poor nation, Japan has built up its infocap through the traditional routes of
education, research, and investment in innovation. It might be said that Japan’s thick syston
skin has aided in this process, causing its infocap to reverberate around and build up within
the syston rather than being spread thin outside. But Japan appears now to be at the crossroads.
The history of Japan’s development as a country-syston parallels that of part of a plant
species, trapped on an island which has been moved far away from the main species group by
an expanding Earth. As the island entered quite a different climatic zone from its mainland
parents, so the island population of the species evolved and developed its own special
characteristics which suited it for the local conditions.
Now the seas separating the island from the mainland have drained away, and both parts
of the species must compete on common ground. Some of the island-evolved characteristics
may be useful in the new competition, and some a detriment.
Some might think that Japan’s intensely isolated social development has let it fall into an
evolutionary blind alley, one which will make it difficult for the country to get back on the main
road being trampled out by the rest of the world. In my view, Japan is the most different, the
most alien, of all cultures as far as a westerner is concerned, much more so than an ‘infant’
syston like an Amazonian Indian tribe.
This evolutionary path has left the Japanese surrounded by a high syston boundary and its
inevitable SIOS repercussions. Ronald Yates [1990] has written on how the normal foreigner
rejection tendency has extended, in Japan, even to Japanese who have lived outside Japan for
any long period.
A Japanese pianist who had worked some years in Chicago was rejected for jobs in Japan
as being ‘too foreign’ or ‘no longer Japanese’. Japanese writer Chikako Osawa was so
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outraged by the relentless bullying of her 12-year old son, after the family returned to Tokyo
from New York in 1982, that she vented her anger by writing a best-selling book, There is Only
One Blue Sky.
According to Ms Osawa, Japan’s ‘collective closed mind’ still persists. “In terms of its
people, Japan remains a closed, walled-in country,” she said. “Returnees are not encouraged
to share their overseas experiences. Children are punished if they behave differently”.
Ms Osawa places the blame squarely on Japan’s monolithic education system. It’s a
system, she said, that stifles individual expression and says everybody must be the same.
If a generalization can be made of Japanese attitudes to other countries, it might be that they
are uncertain and hesitant as to actual procedures. Japan’s response to world outcries about
such things as slaughter of whales and dolphins, or wholesale marine-life trapping in drift nets,
seems to be to accede slowly to such pressures because it seems to be what the rest of the world
wants, and they want to belong, rather than because of changes in local perceptions on the
particular issues involved.
There seems little doubt that Japan’s social evolution and the infocap store it has
accumulated both suffer from a lack of balance. If Proposition 115A in this book is valid,
Japan’s total synenergy is not high. While it may be the second richest nation in the world,
it is certainly not the second most favoured migration target.
Typical employment conditions in Japan are far inferior to those in other advanced nations,
with employees getting less than 8 days paid holiday a year, and working excessive overtime,
often unpaid — averaging 200 hours per year more than their US counterparts, and 500 hours
more than the French or Germans. It has been claimed that ‘karoshi’, meaning ‘death through
overwork’ kills more than 10,000 Japanese a year.
All this goes to support the idea that Japan is not an attractive place to work in, not a place
where foreigners or foreign ideas find ready acceptance. The MT conclusion would be that
Japan is notable deficient in many areas of infocap and synenergy, and the MT prediction is
not optimistic unless the country can achieve massive reductions in its syston boundaries and
SIOS levels.

Europe
Europe. An area in turmoil, all parts undergoing massive social changes. An area with
extremes of riches and poverty, intellect and drudgery, fine-tuned landscapes and industrial
deserts. An area rich in traditions, libraries, works of art, cultural history, languages, a dazzling
array of ethnic differences and habits. An area trammeled by deep gullies and intricate
beartraps of tradition, vested interests, conservatism, and SIOS.
According to the gardening writer Tradescant [1991], some 400,000 British citizens now
own property in France, and perhaps two or three times as many have rural retreats in Spain.
In the burgeoning phenomenon of ‘Eurogardening’, landscapes and streetscapes are being
changed as traditional English gardeners get their revenge for King Harold and invade France,
strewing the battlefields of French front gardens with their weapons of rose and daisy. Trad
himself has succumbed, buying a rust-coloured farmhouse in the shade of Europe’s finest oak
forest, the Bourbonnais’ Forêt de Tronçais.
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How the locals must resent these amiable, cardigan-clad invaders, brandishing their
secateurs. But in the most massive and still uneasy social undertaking of our times, all the
ground-rules have changed, and the locals can do little except grumble and enjoy a few timehonoured maquis-type annoyances inflicted on their inoffensive prey.
Inevitably, in the course of decades, fraternization will meld imperceptibly into
homogenization, and all will become members of a wider-ranging, more fluid community, as
social engineering builds a new Europe and a new kind of syston. This hyper-syston is still
in its infancy, with its brain neurons still growing together to set the future personality which
it will show to the world in its youth and maturity.
With nurture and good fortune, constant touching, seeing, and feeling of world objects, and
a sharp eye on its older American cousin and role-model, Europe has an excellent chance of
growing up to throw off the fears and restraints of girlhood and bloom into a beautiful, sharpwitted, and serene woman. For romantics who like a story with a happy ending, one could write
a scenario in which Europa falls in love and prospers in a happy Proposition 107C marriage
with her tall strong cousin.

South Africa and Apartheid
Here is a bit of social engineering which was misconceived from the start. Rich in its lands,
resources, and people, South Africa was a syston torn apart by a foolish attempt to fence off
part of itself for the benefit of an elite.
It is easy to be wise in hindsight, and it might be as well for the world to show understanding
and support for this youthful syston which made a tragic blunder which put it into the juvenile
court. SIOS may be expected to show up strongly in all young systons, and if South Africa
was ever to take its rightful place in the world, its SIOS burden had first be somehow eased.
In 1991, in May, I contacted David Tothill, the South African Ambassador to Australia,
at a time when the urban violence in South Africa was particularly virulent. I suggested to him
that the violence problem might be eased if his government obtained the services of a United
Nations police force, as this would be viewed as disinterested, defusing the antagonism
directed at all local groups, but especially the government. I also suggested that an outside
group might bring in new ideas for a resolution, as they sat outside the situation, that it might
be a much cheaper way for the government, as they would not have to pay the full costs, and
that such an action would greatly boost an image of openness for the government.
I was genuinely taken aback by Dr Tothill’s response. I had expected a reply which pointed
out practical difficulties of such a proposal. Instead, the complete response was as follows.
“Thank you for your letter of 24 May. The presence of a UN police contingent in South
Africa would constitute an infringement of our sovereignty. For that reason, your idea cannot
be entertained.”
I knew then that all the problems of a skewed and underfunded general education system,
all the difficulties of coping with a syston having insufficient infocap accumulation to
maintain general living standards at acceptable levels, all the difficulties every syston
experiences as it grows up, all these were sitting powerless behind the great SIOS barrier called
apartheid.
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Thinking about the situation since then, I have to admit to increasing cynicism about the
word 'Sovereignty'. In practical terms, this word appears to mean only the strong intention of
those currently on top to remain so as long as possible — and the rest can go hang.

Australia
And so back home. When Galileo brought forth the new truth that the Earth was not the
centre of the Universe, the resistance and persecution which he encountered was to be
expected. His concept was at war against the SIOS of the time, the reduced status of the Earth
which he suggested diminished the ego of the syston and had to be rejected.
Australia has much going for it in the future. But the world as a market-square of active,
competing, jostling merchants is coming to an end, swept away by a computerized bourse
network with silent terminals in every home. I feel the future world has no place for ‘leading
nations’ of any identity, that phase of systonization has served its usefulness. In looking for
everyone’s brave new world, in the building of a holosyston which encompasses the whole of
a planet, a more aware Gaia evolved above a lowly subconscious response level, there will be
no place for an Australia still caught up in the SIOS of immaturity.
Instead, Australia might open its shining store of infocap to more general use, as a member
of one of the new hyper-systons moving confidently and securely about a more tolerant and
open world. While the state of Peter Pan might be an enviable one, there are joys beyond those
of youth.
__________
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FOR NOW WORD
“I call the points where a rapidly developing technology takes off and starts to displace
its predecessor ‘technological transitions’. Rarely do leaders of the last technology play a
significant role in the next; they’ve usually become encumbered with a superstructure focused
on managing a mature market, incapable of acting with the rapid pace that’s needed to
develop the new market”
— John Walker

For Now Word

In Matrix Thinking, my justification for using the same wide net is different. Here these
newspaper articles, these reports, are not just evidence of work being carried out, they are also
the data itself. Not only the contents of a particular newspaper report, but also the existence
of it, is part of the Matrix swirl in which we live. Reach out and touch it.
Elsewhere in this book I have remarked that the usual time taken from first exposure of a
basic new concept to its practical and common use is close to 40 years. In so far as this book
may contain new concepts, this does not seem promising for their acceptance, or even their
critical examination. Usually there is an entrenched inertia.
Fortunately, there are two sets of circumstances where the ’40-year rule’ does not seem to
apply. The first is where the new concept happens to fill a real hole, rather than needing to push
aside an existing concept. This happened, for example, with the Bohr theory of the atom.
The second is where the new concept has the immediate prospect of making money. Since
many of the ideas put forward here have to do with money, as one form of infocap, it seems
to me that if these ideas have any validity, those who are more astute than me will soon work
out ways in which they can be applied to generate money. And good luck to them.
Writing this book has changed me, changed my views on many aspects of the world.
Perhaps it may change you too. I would like to think that it could be of value in attempts to
improve our world a little, through improving our understanding of that world.

David Noël
Perth, September 1992
__________

Here endeth the First Part. In Part II of this book, we will go on the second leg of our tour
of discovery, visiting all the various fairground tents in which the sectors of our Matrix World
are accustomed to accommodate themselves.
With us we will take the apparatus and engine of Matrix Thinking which has been built up
so far. While as yet only a working prototype, fresh out of the engineering workshop, this
engine should be a useful device with which to check all the spruiking and publicity handouts
which the different tents provide. While it may be necessary to make a few changes to the
engine on this tour, they will only be of the nature of running repairs, needed to get us to the
final point in reasonable shape.
As for you, the reader, until the time upon which you commence that second leg, look
around you. If you have got this far in the book, you should have already acquired a number
of new perspectives on the world. Use these perspectives to examine and bring out the inner
mechanisms of everything you encounter — what you observe at work and at home, what you
see on television, what you read in newspapers and books, what happened at the club.
In my last book, Nuteeriat, I justified the use of data drawn from all parts of the world, from
television programmes and phone calls and newspapers and personal observation as well as
the approved sources of refereed journal articles, on the grounds that the book was a work of
synthesis, and a work of synthesis had to draw from disparate areas, almost by definition.
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